Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 076346 
ORIGIN AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 NEA-10 ISO-OO MMO-01 SIG-01 10-13 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 ACDA-07 
/098R 

DRAFTED BY AF/C:RKATES:AF/I:LSHURTLEFF:JK 
APPROVED BY AF:WESCHAUFELE 
AF/C:EMARKS 

0604 19Z 077444/20 

P 060145Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO OAU COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
USMISSION NATO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA PRIORITY 
EURCOM PRIORITY 

SECRET STATE 076346 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CG 
SUBJECT: ZAIRE SITREP 

1 . FOLLOWING IS FOR GENERAL BACKGROUND AND USE AS 
SECRET 
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APPROPRIATE WITH DISCRETION IN DISCUSSIONS WITH HOST 
GOVERNMENTS. 

2. ACCORDING TO ZAIRIAN AUTHORITIES, THE HOSTILE FORCES 
HAVE ADVANCED TO WITHIN 45 MILES OF KOLWEZI. THE ZAIRIANS 
HAVE SENT REPLACEMENTS FROM K AMIN A TO KOLWEZI IN ORDER TO 
GIVE THE TROOPS WHO HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
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REST AND REORGANIZE. SMK, THE ZAIRIAN MINING COMPANY, 

REPORTS THAT THE MANGANESE MINES IN KISENGE, CAPTURED BY 
THE INVADERS MARCH 8, CONTINUE TO OPERATE. IN ADDITION 
THERE ARE REPORTS THAT THE INVADERS HAVE PROVIDED THE 
KISENGE POPULATION WITH FOODSTUFFS AT SUBSIDIZED PRICES. 

3. FRENCH ACTIVITIES. THE 13 FRENCH MILITARY ADVISORS 
WHO ARRIVED IN KINSHASA APRIL 1, HAVE NOT BEEN DEPLOYED 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE PENDING A POLITICAL 
DECISION BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 

4. SHIPMENT OF US SUPPLIES. THE WEEKLY MILITARY AIR 
COMMAND FLIGHT TO KINSHASA DEPARTED TODAY FROM CHARLESTON 

WITH COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT AND APC SPARE PARTS. 

5. NEW ZAIRIAN AMBASSADOR NAMED TO US. PRESIDENT MOBUTU 
HAS DECIDED TO NAME KASONGO MUTWALE, PRESENT AMBASSADOR 
TO TOGO, AS THE NEW AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON. 

AMBASSADOR IDZUMBUIR, CURRENTLY IN KINSHASA ON CON- 
SULTATIONS.WILL BE NAMED DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER. 

6. LATE ITEM. IN AN APPARENT ATTEMPT TO INDUCE ELITE 
DISS;TISFACTION WITH MOBUTU, THE KATANGA GENDARMES HAVE 
REPORTEDLY BROADCAST IN SHABA THEIR WILLINGNESS TO STOP 
FIGHTING IF MOBUTU RESIGNS. 

VANCE 

SECRET 


NNN 
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